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Pavel Pepperstein – The Resurrection of Pablo Picasso in the Year 3111 

 
Pepperstein encounters Picasso at Kunsthaus Zug 
45 new paintings travel from Moscow to Zug 
 
Science fiction at Kunsthaus Zug: no sooner has the year 2017 begun and visitors find 
themselves already looking ahead to 3111. There they encounter no less a figure than 
Pablo Picasso introduced by the Russian artist Pavel Pepperstein, who aims to meet 
Picasso in the rooms of the Kunsthaus with works of his own. 
 
Pepperstein’s fascination with Picasso goes back to infancy: his parents – a children’s book 
author and an artist – named their son Pavel, the Russian equivalent to Pablo. Eroticism and 
ecstasy in the guise of mythological creatures are leitmotifs in the Spaniard’s work: nymphs, 
fauns and satyrs have a firm place in Picasso’s art. Pepperstein realizes his fictional 
encounter with Picasso in 45 new paintings – the majority of them quite large in scale –, 
several videos and major text, all produced in Moscow especially for this show. Whereas 
until now Pepperstein has focused primarily on the Russian abstract avant-garde, now a 
counter-figure is entering the scene: Picasso, the resurrected genius. What appears to be 
projected into the infinitely faraway future of the year 3111 proves to be a multifaceted 
present. Resurrected as Pepperstein, Picasso has undergone some major changes. Divided 
into six colour periods, his œuvre is presented throughout the Kunsthaus. Fictive Russian 
scholars comment on the works in video statements, and Pepperstein contributes a lengthy 
story about Picasso. 
 
Pavel Pepperstein and his scheme to resurrect Picasso in the distant future did not appear 

out of nowhere. In fact, Pepperstein is a name well-known in Zug. Over the course of a five-

year collaboration, he presented his work five times at the Kunsthaus, most recently in 2002. 

He brought friends with him from Russia, for example Ilya Kabakov, whose Ship of Tolerance 

rode at anchor at Lake Zug last summer, uniting thousands of people in the spirit of a more 

tolerant world. 

 

An artistic all-rounder 

Born in Moscow in 1966, Pepperstein, is considered one of the most prominent artists living 

in Russia. In 2009 he represented his country at the Venice Biennale to the enthusiastic 

applause of international art critics community; in 2014 he was awarded the prestigious 

Kandinsky Prize and took part in the St. Petersburg Manifesta. Pepperstein also writes – art 

reviews, art-theoretical essays, and even fiction. 

 

His art is on view in galleries and museums around the world, for example the Paris Louvre, 

the Centre Georges Pompidou, the State Tretyakov Gallery in Moscow, the Kunstmuseum 

Basel and the Kunsthaus Zug. Fifteen years have passed since Pepperstein’s last exhibition 

in Zug – years that have brought about many changes. Now he is returning with new 

surprises for the public up his sleeve. 

 

 



Opening and events 

The exhibition opens at Kunsthaus Zug on Saturday, 25 February at 5 pm with an 

introduction by Tomáš Glanc, a professor at the University of Zurich’s Slavonic Seminar. On 

Thursday, 2 March and Tuesday, 2 May, guided tours on Pepperstein’s wall drawings take 

place at the Kantonale Strafanstalt Zug (cantonal penitentiary). In 2002, on commission from 

the Kunsthaus Zug, the artist created wall drawings there, virtually leading from hell to 

heaven. The number of participants is limited to 15 per tour. For booking details, see the 

Kunsthaus Zug website or the programme card available at the reception desk. 

On Sunday, 26 March from 4 to 5 pm, a panel discussion among experts will take place. Ilma 

Rakusa (literary scholar, writer and translator), Claudia Jolles (art historian and editor in chief 

of the magazine Kunstbulletin) and Tomáš Glanc have all been familiar with Pepperstein’s 

œuvre for a long time. Within the framework of their discussion, they explore the exhibition 

from different perspectives and put it into artistic context. Kunsthaus Zug director Matthias 

Haldemann moderates the panel. 

There are also wall drawings by Pepperstein in the Ochsenmatt 1 school building in 

Menzingen. As winner of a “percent-for-art” competition there, he received the respective 

commission for the year 2000. Spread throughout the building from restrooms to the 

teachers’ room, his fantasy landscapes take viewers on a journey around the world from 

close to far and back again. On Saturday, 13 May from 4:30 to 5:30 pm, Matthias Haldemann 

give a guided tour in Menzingen. Afterwards, the town of Menzingen’s MänzigeHell 

commission serves refreshments. 

Further attractive educational offers such as a family workshop, an open studio, guided tours 

of the exhibition, art at lunchtime and the International Museum Day events are listed in the 

exhibition programme, which is available on the museum website and at the reception desk. 

 

The exhibition is curated by Matthias Haldemann and realized thanks to generous support 

from LANDIS & GYR STIFTUNG, Credit Suisse AG, Zug, EuroChem Group AG, Zug and 

Glencore International AG, Baar. 
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Further information on the exhibition programme and image material: 
www.kunsthauszug.ch 
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